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MICHAEL EDWARDS

SPEM IN ALIO NUMQUAM HABUI

for 41 consort tenor recorders and tablets





spem in alio numquam habui for 41 consort tenor recorders:
programme note

Michael Edwards∗

December 30, 2021

Written to be paired with performances of an arrangement of Tallis’s famous Spem in alium, my
title spem in alio numquam habui is a play on words revealed, so my Latin helpers assure me, by
the change of case between (in translation) I have never put my hope in any other but in Thee, God
of Israel (from the Tallis motet) and my precipitous spin-off I have never had hope in another.

Less of a bleak statement of hopelessness or a general mistrust of others, and more than a simple
affirmation of atheism or even a negation of the Christian god, the title connects positively to a verse
taken from the Buddhist Dhammapada: "Truly it is ourselves that we depend upon; how could we
really depend upon another? When we reach the state of self-reliance we find a rare refuge."

I was writing this piece at the time of Remembrance Day (November 11th) commemorated in
British Commonwealth countries to honour the dead of the First World War. Like many, I’m sure,
I always feel torn by the formalised displays of grief choreographed at such times: on the one hand
I respect those who courageously fought and gave their lives for what they believed; on the other
hand I abhor not only the hideous suffering on all sides, and in any war, but those who promulgate
the sentiments and lies that make war possible. Such baseness is abundant still, rife in politics, on
social media, and elsewhere, as people point to patriotism and "just causes," thereby fomenting the
social and political conditions ripe for more deadly strife.

The image of a dead soldier sprawled over barbed wire comes to mind; the falling stone as a
metaphor for youth cut down in its first energetic flights of self-realisation; the continuing role of
religion in crimes against humanity; Samuel Johnson’s famous "Patriotism is the last refuge of a
scoundrel;" and the Wilfred Owen poem Futility with its appalling first line: Move him into the
sun—

∗m@michael-edwards.org
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programme note



1 instrument/score arrangement

• the main 40 recorders are arranged in 20 ‘desks’ (‘Pult’ in German) of two players each distributed
around the audience as shown in the diagram

– thus the numbering in the score represents movement from top to bottom: the top of the score
is the top of the room

– but the desk pairs go across the room in order: recorders 1 and 2 (Pult 1) are faced by recorders
3 and 4 (Pult 20)

• the soloist has her desk (and tablet) at another point in the performance space, not close but also
not too far as to be difficult to hear

2 tablets/videos

• in order to synchronise with each other without the need for a conductor, the players read from
tablets

• the tablets play a video of the score

• the current system is displayed at the top, with the next system below

• when the music is at the end of the current system, the next system moves up and a new system is
displayed at the bottom

• the video turns pages at the right times for the given tempi

• at the beginning and at each new tempo a metronome ‘blinks’ a thick black line in the middle of the
video

• the videos also play stereo sound files

– care should be taken to achieve the same levels out of each tablet

– a pink noise sound file is provided for manual calibration (see videos folder)

• for rehearsal purposes the timings of the rehearsal letters is as follows

– A: 1:04.9

– B: 2:02.9

– C: 2:43.2

– D: 3:39.3

– E: 4:39.7

– F: 5:34.1

– G: 6:11.7

– H: 7:04.4

3 role of the solo recorder

• the piece begins with the drop of a stone

• the solo recorder player stands in the middle of the group, visible to all

• she holds a stone in her hand which is large and heavy enough to make a good bang when dropped
onto the floor

– a tile or something similar can be used to drop the stone onto, so that the floor is not damaged

• both arms are pointing down at first, then in a naturally-paced movement the soloist raises her arm
to a little over half-way and drops the stone, in motion, onto the floor/tile

• at the sound of the stone hit the other players begin their videos as well- synchronised as possible
(some time lags are inevitable and should not disturb the performance)

– an assistant will be needed to start the soloist’s video on her tablet

• the soloist then walks naturally to her station: rather on the slow side but unpretentiously

4 notation

• tremolo marks indicate flutter tongue

• RR means “Rachen-R” (growl), with a wiggly line showing the extent of the effect

• the staccatissimo mark (e.g. from bar 1) indicates a sharp ‘T’ attack (quite percussive)

• cross noteheads indicate stone rubbing

– each of the following players needs a pair of stones which make a pleasant continuous noise
sound when rubbed together:

– recorders 1 4 8 9 10 11 13 18 19 20 21 27 29 33 35 37 39 40

– the held rubbing sound should be continuous, probably circular, without any discernible change

– on the other hand, tremolo marks with the stones mean short quick rubs with the change of
direction being clearly audible

• the very long held notes at the end may be interrupted ad lib. for a quick inaudible breath before
restarting
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