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programme note

durchhaltevermdogen was written for Mieko Kanno over about six months
beginning late 2016. It is dedicated to the composer, violinist, and improvisor
Malcolm Goldstein. Mieko and I share an enormous respect and admiration for
Mr. Goldstein's music and his impact on contemporary violin playing. Speaking
personally, his improvisations both in live and recorded form have offered me
some of the most profound and moving experiences not just of late but of my
whole life. I'm very grateful for his music.

But how strange to write a highly detailed composition and dedicate it to a
master improvisor. Was I transcribing an improvisation and calling it my own?
(Certainly not.) Was I trying to "capture the spirit" of an improvisation? (No. Not
really.) Was I trying to capture anything? (No. Release something rather than
capture it.) So what's the connection? (The spirit (I hope) and some of the playing
techniques.)

The title can be translated from the German as stamina, staying power, or power
of endurance. More appealing is the clumsy-literal translation of this compound
noun's three units: through-holding-power:

Through as in through-composed: not only is this work in one continuous
movement but it lacks, in its raw construction at least, formal sectional variety or
opposition. Through also as in the biblical (via Bergman) through a glass darkly
(a poor image or reflection perhaps: (my) humility in the face of (his) genius).

Holding as in supporting (a weight, which takes effort) but also holding back,
suspending (which takes a completely different kind of effort). And of course
holding a tone, a bow, and pushing through.

Power not in the sense of raw muscle or power over others, but power as in poise,
mastery; the power of technical accomplishment; the power of multivalent
interpretation; to be able to hold and present seemingly opposing states or views
of an object, as in the Catuskoti paradox. (Take, for example, the question "Is this
piece an improvisation?" Catuskoti insists that there are four, not two, possible
answers: true, false, true and false, or neither true nor false, with the latter two
being surely the most interesting responses.)

durchhaltevermogen was generated with the jitterbug algorithm I developed
using my slippery chicken algorithmic composition software. After much
tweaking this created a raw form of rhythms and pitches upon which a detailed
reading was superimposed (an interpretation or a composer's cut, you might say).
Next of course comes the violinist's reading. Then the listener's. (Did I really
compose this piece? True? False? True and False? ...)



key to symbols

August 2018 revision

e accidentals carry throughout the bar but don't repeat at octaves; they may however be
repeated for clarity

e cross noteheads: battuto, with hair of bow unless col legno is also indicated; if a x
notehead is slurred to a normal notehead the battuto attack should move seamlessly to
arco ord. (which may, of course, create a jeté attack; this is acceptable)

¢ triangle noteheads: pizzicato; if a slur is made to a normal notehead then only one
pizzicato takes place (rather than pizz.+arco or 2x pizz.)

e plus (+) noteheads: left-hand pizzicato

¢ black diamond noteheads: secco, staccato, half-flageolets (arco)

e zigzag line (e.g. bar 28): molto vibrato

e circular arrow: circular bowing (e.g. bar 126)

e T above tremolo notes: longitudinal (brushing along the string) rather than the usual

lateral tremolo; this applies to all immediately following notes with tremolo marks
¢ "frog" implies a slight overpressure as well as playing at the frog of the bow.
e a series of dotes followed by a vertical bar ("....|" e.g. bar 35) shows the
extent of a technique
e if this applies for more than a few bars then e.g. "spe..." will start the extent
and "...spe |" will end it
e transitions are indicated by ">>>>" (- e.g. "sp>>>>>>>>>ord")
e directions such as sul pont. may be abbreviated:
sp: sul ponticello
spe: sul ponticello estremo
st: sul tasto
ste: sul tasto estremo
¢ a double down-bow symbol (e.g. bar 98) indicates overpressure (a gritty,
crunchy sound, well known from Xenakis)
¢ a bowed tremolo to open strings is indicated above the stave in a shorthand
fashion using the three-line tremolo symbol combined with string indications
(e.g. bar 131 "II:I1")
¢ the string before the colon indicates the main string, for the written
pitches; this sounds throughout
e the string after the colon indicates the open string to tremolo to; this
sounds only intermittently (but fast), as part of the tremolo
e if two strings are indicated after the colon, then tremolo alternately to the open
string below and above the main string
¢ a dashed slur shows the extent of the bowed tremolo
e if there is no dashed slur, then tremolo only for the duration of the given
rhythm above which the symbol is placed
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